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SUBJECT: MENGISTU'S VISIT TO CUBA 

1. ETHIOPIA'S 'WEEKEND PRESS (APRIL 22-23) GAVE PROMINENT 
COVERAGE AND PUBLICITY TO MENGISTU'S CURRENT VISIT TO 
CUBA. ARTICLES RANGE PROM DESCRIPTION OP MENGISTU'S AR- 
RIVAL, "HE RECEIVED 'WARMEST 'WELCOME EVER OPPERED TO ANY 
LEADER," TO SELP-CONGRATULATORY ARTICLES CLAIMING "CUBA 
MASS MEDIA PRAISES ETHIOPIA'S MILITANCY," AND BACKGROUND 
ARTICLES ON THE CUBAN REVOLUTION AND ECONOMY- WHICH, BY 
ALL ACCOUNTS, IS APPARENTLY BOOMING. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH NO INDICATIONS WERE GIVEN IN PUB- 
LIC COVERAGE AS TO THE TRUE NATURE OF MENGISTU'S VISIT 
TO CUBA NOR TO ISSUES WHICH WERE TO BE DISCUSSED, IT IS 
HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT THE PRIMARY TOPIC OF CONVERSATION 
WILL BE QUESTION OF CUBAN COMBAT INVOLVEMENT IN THE SOLU- 
TION OP THE ERITREAN PROBLEM. ALL INDICATIONS HERE 

ARE THAT MENGISTU WAS NOT WHOLLY SUCCESSPUL IN HIS 
MOSCOW PRESENTATIONS AND THAT CURRENT TRIP MIGHT BE 
ATTEMPT TO OVERCOME CUBAN RELUCTANCE TO BECOME IN- 
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VOLVED IN AN INTERNAL GUERRILLA WAR. WITHOUT SOVIET 
BACKING, IT MAY BE DIPPICULT POR MENGISTU TO PER- 
SUADE CASTRO TO INCREASE HIS INVOLVEMENT IN ERITREA. 

THERE IS ALSO THE POSSIBILITY THAT CUBA WILL ATTEMPT 
TO MEDIATE BETWEEN MENGISTU AND THE ERITREANS AS WE 
HAVE SEEN SOME REPORTS INDICATING THAT LEADERS OP TWO 
OP THE ERITREAN MOVEMENTS ARE ALSO NOW IN CUBA. 
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MATHERON 

NOTE BY OC/T: ADDIS ABABA 1855 NOT PASSED HORN OE AERICA 
COLLECTIVE. 
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